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Reconsideration of the Story of Ondal - Elm as a Korean Herbal Medicine

Kim Young-Wan, Lee Jong-Suk, Park Jeong-Hwan, Lee Sang-Hun'

Acupuncture, Moxibustion & Meridian Research Group,

Korea Institute of Oriental Medicine

Abstract

Although the contents of folk stories are fictitious in nature, it nonetheless reflects the social phe-
nomenon and historical facts at the time. In this study, the Story of Ondal will be interpreted through
the elm appearing in the “Samguksagi”’, and examined the examples of application of elm as a
Korean herbal medicine used for the purpose of relief famine and as medicinal purpose in relation
to the social circumstances of the time through the fragmentary historical observable facts in the

Story of Ondal.
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