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Abstract

This study aimed to compare and analyze the procedures to specify the research topic in Practice-Based
Research Network (PBRN). We investigated the topic selection process in previous PBRNs, and
two PBRNs—Academy of Family Physicians National Research Network and The National Dental
Practice-Based Research Network—were selected. In both PBRNS, there were common procedures
for collecting practitioners' opinions, and it was analyzed whether it is an interesting topic for PBRN
members, and feasible and applicable in daily clinical practice. Based on the analysis of the comparison
of the PBRN study selection process, we can develop our own Korean Medicine PBRN with high

participation from Korean Medicine Doctors.
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Table 1. Characteristics of selected PBRNs

Name Academy of Family Physicians National | The National Dental Practice-Based

Research Network Research Network
Founded year 2000 2002
CereEn il National National
coverage
Network type Family Medicine Dental
Number of 5,000 £,000
members
Number of Clinics 1,300 750

To support, conduct and disseminate
practice-based primary care research
Mission that improves health care and benefits
the health of patients, their families and
communities.

To improve oral health by conducting
dental practice-based research and by
serving dental professionals through
education and collegiality

https://www.aafp.org/patient-care/nrn/

AETEREEE nrn.html

https://www.nationaldentalpbrn.org/
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AAFP NRN | | AlbamaDPBRN | |  Southwest Region DPBRN

Study Idea from practitioner

. . s * face-to-face meetings
Study idea directly from clinician © g

. . R ¢ enrollment questionnaire Study idea from practitioner at
members, principal investigators, . . .
. ¢ DPBRN Web site ‘Workshop
potential funders, NRN staff . EC
e NIDCR
! l l
. Evaluation by staff Evaluation by staff
Evaluation by staff I . ¢ broad interest to DPBRN ¢ s this a researchable study question?
¢ Researchable study question? .. .
N R practitioners ¢ Is the National Dental PBRN the best
¢ Is the NRN the right place for . . . P,
study? ¢ feasible to conduct in daily place to answer the question?
« Doos 'this study fit within our clinical practice * Does this study fit with the goals and
oals and ob'eitiveSV 1. Approval by EC objectives of the Network?
. i the stud qun dable"7 2. Evaluation of Overlap by ¢ Is this study feasible? Do we have the
Y ’ NIDCR available resources?
l ! !
Evaluation by PBRN members I Development of protocol through
Submit project to Scientific cooperation among practitioners and
Review Committee for recom- researchers

Apolics b?endatlon Development of protocol through L g orlrg‘mgt'ldpeggf‘y‘mg a Topic and
‘pp tcabl ity cooperation among practitioners uilding a §§_
¢ Feasibility 2. Storming: Identifying Roles and

and researchers
! 1. The protocol working group* . . i
develops a full initial draft. 3. gormlngicl)ecmlon Making and
aining Consensus
Evaluation by staff I 2 g(o:mment and approval by the 4. Performing: Preparing a Study
Final Review by NRN Staff ‘ Concept Template and Submitting the
Study Concept to the National DPBRN

Dealing With Uncertainty

3. The protocol working group,
steering committeet and EC

l will develop the final !
application. EC in National DPBRN

4. Approval by the EC 1. Voting

2. External review

¢ Relevant Topic with DPBRN

¢ Feasibility in DPBRN

Evaluation by PBRN members I
Are NRN members interested?

! ! I
Protocol review committeet for
final scientific review NIDCR clinical study group

Secure Funding —approve —approve with/without recommendation

-revise and resubmit —disapprove
—disapprove

! i !

Protocol Development ‘ ’ Protocol Finalized ‘ ’ Protocol Finalized

Figure 1. Study selection process. AAFP NRN, Academy of Family Physicians National Research Network;
DPBRN, Dental Practice—Based Research Network; EC, Executive committee; NIDCR, National
Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research; PODs, protocol development groups / *A Protocol
Working group consists of the study’s principal investigator, at least one practitioner—investigator,
one or two other content experts and a statistician from the Coordinating Center / TA steering commit—
tee consists of principal investigators, network chair, principal investigator of the Coordinating center
/ TA protocol review committee includes three dental clinical scientists, a biostatistician, a medical
PBRN director, a practicing dentist and an NIDCR representative. / §A protocol development groups
(PODs) consists of 1 academic faculty and 3 dentist.
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Table 2. Comparative analysis of PBRNs in study selection process
AAFP NRN | DPBRN
Similarit practitioner—oriented research topic submission process
Y Evaluation of practitioner's interest, feasibility, and applicability
¢ Involving investigators and funders in . .
N Receiving ideas from practitioners
offering ideas for PBRN research .
Lo, . through various channels
Appointing 6 opinion leaders as mem-— o ..
PROS IS . . Increased feasibility through joint coop—
bers of the Scientific Review Committee . .
. L . eration between researchers and practi—
to increase the participation of practi— R .
. . tioners in protocol development
tioners in research
e Difficulty in applying the entire PBRN
members due to protocol development
CONS Relatively passive process to reflect by 1-2 practitioners
opinions from practitioners * Time consuming process in protocol de-
velopment, but not guaranteed approval
of protocol
. . e Suitable for small-scale research for
- e Suitable for planning large—scale re— L .
Application clinics belonging to the same academy
search
or network

AAFP NRN, Academy of Family Physicians National Research Network; DPBRN, Dental Practice—Based
Research Network
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